
Vice President’s Report 

Sisters & Brothers: 

 The Holiday Season is 

upon us once again and 

our Local Union has many 

events going on in Decem-

ber.   

 The Community Ser-

vices Committee will have 

food sales on December 7 

& 8.  Watch the plant 

newsletter for more infor-

mation.  The Chaplaincy 

Committee will complete 

their drive on December 9 

and it has been a wonder-

ful success for the City 

Union Mission.  Our Edu-

cation Committee has also 

been very successful in 

collecting coats for a cou-

ple of shelters in our area.   

 The Recreation Com-

mittee will hold Break-

fast with the Kids  start-
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Hello Brothers and Sisters  

of Local 31, 

 I would like to thank eve-

ryone for opening their hearts 

and giving to the Veteran’s 

gate collection.  We collected 

nearly $3,700 to buy gift bags 

for our veterans at our local 

VA hospitals in Kansas and 

Missouri.  The Veterans Com-

mittee did a great job.  I also 

want to thank everyone who 

donated coats to the Educa-

tion Committee’s Coat Drive.  

They will be donated to local 

shelters.   We have also had a 

great response to the Chap-

laincy Committee’s paper 

goods, peanut butter and jelly 

drive.  I can tell you personally, 

the Union office is full of items 

that will be donated to good 

causes! 

 Everyone looks forward to 

the December activities with 

the Recreation Committee’s 

“Breakfast with Santaó and our 

annual Adult Christmas Party 

for our Local 31 members and 

retirees only. Both will be on 

December 17.  More infor-

mation will be available on the 

website and in the plant.   

 The Community Service 

Committee is actively working 

on the Adopt-A-Family Pro-

ject and they will be doing a 

Gate Collection on Decem-

ber 15 & 16.  The money col-

lected will be used throughout 

the year to help members 

who are truly in need. 

 The Retirees will show up 

by the hundreds on Decem-

ber 20 for their Annual Ca-

tered Christmas Dinner.  We 

look forward to seeing our 

brothers and sisters who are 

enjoying the retired life. 

 The December Union 

Meeting has been postponed 

so the next meeting will be on 

Saturday, January 21, 2012.   

 We will be having special 

election election for our exec-

utive board Trustee position 

on January 12, 2012 from 5:00 

am until 12:00 midnight.  I 

want to encourage all of our 

members to come out to vote 

in this election. 

 After the first of the year, 

we will have more information 

about starting up our Worker 

to Worker Program.  This 

election year will be very im-

portant to every one of us, so 

we need to help elect candi-

dates that are labor-friendly. 

 This year has been good 

to us at Fairfax in that we are 

at full employment and our 

future looks good.   

If I don’t get around to see 

all of you before the end of 

the year, I want to wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a Very 

Happy New Year.  If you’re 

traveling back to a former 

location (like me) or just 

across town, please be safe on 

the roads.  Enjoy your time off 

with family and friends.   

 To All of our Members – 

Active and Retired, May this 

be your Merriest Christmas 

and Happiest New Year! 

In solidarity, 
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and supported us in any way. 

KELLOGGSõS VS LOCAL 31 

ð Yes they Did!  We congrat-

ulate our Local 31 Basketball 

team for taking victory over 

Kellogg’s in the basketball 

game for United Way on No-

vember 12th.  Way to go 

Brothers!!! 

LINE DANCING AND 2-

STEPPINõ ð Whether you did 

the line dances or 2-steppin’ 

or even BOTH at the Union 

Hall on November 12th, we 

thank all who came out to 

learn, practice or even assist in 

teaching.  It was a lot of fun, 

Greetings from Us to You: 

Tis the Season to be Jolly, 

BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS: 

As a reminder, please don’t 

forget to stop by the cafeteria 

to check out and bid on items 

for the silent auction.  This is 

our last event of the year hav-

ing proceeds to go toward 

Breast Cancer Awareness.  

The bids are checked daily at 

11:00 pm, and will go until the 

final bid day on Sunday, De-

cember 18, 2011.  Again, we 

thank all who had donated 

items for this silent auction 

and another date for dancing 

will be scheduled soon so 

come and join us and friends 

are welcome. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! ð Enjoy 

your time off, and we hope 

your holidays will be full of joy, 

love and peace.  Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year!! 

Local 31 Women’s 

Committee 

Robin Harris 

Lori Burnett 

Charlotte Dickey 

Shante Riding 

Zandra Brown 

Women’s Committee 
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Pres. George Ruiz 

UNION MEETING  

NOTICE  

 The next monthly 

Regular Executive 

Board and Member-

ship Meetings will be 

held Saturday January 

21, 2012 (always the 

3rd Saturday).  The E-

Board meets at 1:00 

pm followed by the 

Regular Membership 

at 2:00 pm.  IF PRO-

DUCTION IS 

SCHEDULED FOR 

THAT SATURDAY, 

MEETING TIMES 

WILL BE POSTED IN 

THE PLANT THE 

WEEK PRIOR TO 

THE SCHEDULED 

MEETING TIME.  

(Retirees may call the 

Union Hall for meet-

ing times.) 

 

RETIREE 

MONTHLY  

MEETING  

TUESDAY  

DECEMBER 20, 

2011 

11:00 am 

The regular retiree 

meetings are held on 

the third Tuesdays of 

each month except 

for July and August.  

The meeting begins at 

11:00 am followed by 

a potluck lunch. 

  DECEMBER IS 

CATERED . 

Spouses are welcome. 

THE NEXT DINNER 

WILL BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 

17, 2012 AT 11:00 

am.  Please bring a 

large covered dish to 

share. 

ing at 9:00 am on Decem-

ber 17 and at 8:00 pm the 

adults will hold their An-

nual Christmas Party.  

 The December Union 

meeting has been post-

poned until January 21, 

2012 – please plan to at-

tend.   

 We’ll be welcoming 

about 600 of our Retirees 

on December 20 for their 

annual Christmas Dinner.  

They always enjoy their 

time together. 

 If you need me, contact 

me at the Union Hall, 

(913) 342-7330. 

 Please be safe in your 

travels this holiday season. 

Happy Holidays! 

A. J. Shumate, Vice President 
 

Vice Pres. Cont. 

Retiree Recreation Committee 

quickly at the Theatre.  

  The retiree Recreation 

Committee will meet next 

month to determine any trips 

for 2012, so be watching your 

Newsline for upcoming events.  

For those of you who have 

never participated, you ought 

to try it, you might like it!  We 

always have a fun group of 

people. Don’t forget to check 

the union’s website, 

www.uawlocal31.org.   

  Hope to see you at the next 

retiree meeting; it will be the 

big one.  The Christmas din-

ner meeting will be Tuesday, 

December 20th at 11:00am, 

but come early to visit with 

people you haven’t seen in a 

while.  We will have raffles, 

prizes and giveaways.  It’s all 

catered, so don’t bring any-

thing except your appetite! 

  May everyone have a safe 

and joy-filled holiday season.  

Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year! 

 

Clint Simmons,  

Recreation Committee 

  So far, the only event we 

have confirmed for next year 

is a fun afternoon at The New 

Theatre, Saturday, June 23, 

2012, we will see the play 

“Hairspray”, and enjoy a great 

lunch.  We have again re-

served 70 seats, but they go 

fast, so if you would like to join 

us, please call Clint Simmons 

at 816-505-7111 to put your 

name on the list.  Tickets are 

normally between $32-$35 

each, and will be due in March.  

It sounds like a long time from 

now, but group sales book 

http://www.uawlocal31.org/


CARING IN THE WORK-

PLACE 

One of my favorite say-

ings kept coming to my 

mind all day as I walked 

through the plant and saw 

so many employees al-

ready in the Christmas 

spirit.  Could it be that 

time of year again?  Tis the 

season to be jolly!!! Silent 

night ð holy nightéJingle 

bells, jingle bells, jingle all the 

way!  

 Yes, it’s beginning to 

look a lot like Christmas.  

But let us remember the 

reason for the season.  

LOVE – LOVE – LOVE…It 

was love that lifted me.  

When nothing else could 

help, it was love that lifted 

me.  This is the reason for 

the season. Please take 

note of this passage of 

scriptures found in Luke, 

Chapter 6: 

 òLove your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who mistreat 

you.  Do to others as you 

would have them do to you.  

If you love those who love 

you what credit is that to 

you?  If you do good to those 

who are good to you what 

credit is that to you?  And if 

you lend to those from whom 

you expect repayment, what 

credit is that to you?  But you 

should love your enemies, do 

good to them, and lend to 

them without expecting to 

get anything back.  Then 

your reward will be great.”  

Just Do It.  Just Do Ité

Just Do It .  

 Do not judge, and you 

will not be judged.  Do not 

condemn and you will not 

be condemned.  Forgive, 

and you will be forgiven.  

Give and it shall be given 

unto you.  God shall and 

will bless all of UAW Local 

31 members and their fam-

ilies if we will – JUST DO 

IT--- 

 The Chaplaincy Com-

mittee outreach drive for 

the City Union Mission will 

end December 9 for our 

active members.  Retirees 

can bring their donation to 

the Union Hall on Decem-

ber 20.  Our regular third 

Sunday Fellowship Service 

will be held on December 

18 from 11:00 am – 12:30 

pm.  Thank you for all of 

your prayers and support 

this year and we are pray-

ing that everyone has a 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

LOCAL 31 CHAPLAINCY 

COMMITTEE 

Herb Taylor 

Mike Flores 

Sean Watson 

Regenita Langham 

Chaplaincy Committee 

Education Committee 

soon be released and available 

to you, please watch for fur-

ther information.  

  The Education Committee 

would like to suggest some 

sources for understanding the 

current issues our nation is 

facing. Walter Reuther spoke 

and wrote often on the issues 

still before us, and is most rele-

vant today.  Reuther said, 

"Economics unrelated to people 

is unimportant. Only people have 

value ... Fiscal policy is not an end 

product of government. It's a tool 

and the end product should be a 

dynamic full-employment econo-

my."  

Walter Ruther. Putting the 

World Together  

Another great suggestion is, 

My Father Walter Reuther: 

The Liberal Warrior, written 

by his daughter, Elisabeth  

Reuther Dickmeyer. 

  Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year from the Local 31 

Education Committee  

 Jacqueline Hagerman 

 Aishia Shelmon 

  The Education Committee 

gives many thanks to all who 

donated generously to our 

annual coat drive in Novem-

ber it was a great success, 

UAW Local 31 again showed 

how thoughtful, kind and gen-

erous we are. Our UAW 

Local 31 Victor Armstrong 

Scholarship is coming in the 

spring; Three (3) Five Hun-

dred Dollar ($500) Scholar-

ships will be awarded for the 

2012 program. The rules and 

dates for the Scholarships will 
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UAW LOCAL 31 BASS CLUB 

FISH OFF RESULTS 

FISHERMEN OF THE YEAR 

Terry Close & Joe Hastings 

BIG BASS OF THE YEAR 

Mike Penix – 5.80 

1ST PLACE 

Terry Close & Joe Hastings 

23.82 

2nd PLACE 

Alan Romprey & Calvin 

Romprey 

12.05 

3rd PLACE 

Gary Woodring & Chris 

Woodring 

11.56 

Big Bass ð Joe Hastings ð 

4.80 

CONGRATULATIONS!!  

There will be a meeting at 12:00 

pm (prior to the regular union 

meeting) on January 21, 2012, to 

discuss the rules and schedule for 

the 2012 season.  Please plan to 

come. 

CHRISTMAS WISHES  

The Executive Board and 

Staff at the Union Hall 

sends a wish for a very 

Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year to all of 

our UAW family!  

The Union Hall will be 

closed after 4:30pm on De-

cember 23, 2011 until 6:30 

am on Jan. 3, 2012. 

Our next NEWSLINE will 

be published during the 

week of Jaunary 23, 2012 

and mailed to retirees  

 around February 1.  

(You will NOT receive a 

NEWSLINE in January!)   

Active Members 2012 Union 

Cards will be mailed prior to 

the Christmas Holiday Period 

to the Member’s current ad-

dress on file.  



Brothers & Sisters, 

  Thanks to our active Veter-

ans in the plant who submit-

ted requests to be posted on 

the Wall.  Your appreciation 

gift will be given out as soon 

as they are received. 

  We would like to thank the 

membership for your gener-

osity as our gate collection 

has added almost $3700.00 

for this season’s gift giving.    

  As a tradition, the children 

who join us on Saturday, 

December 17th’s Breakfast 

with Santa, enjoy being his 

helpers by stuffing the Veter-

an’s gift bags.  We hope this 

tradition continues and as 

always appreciate your par-

ticipation. 

 The Veterans Committee 

“Toys for Tots” campaign is 

struggling to meet this year’s 

growing need.  Please help 

meet our goal of one un-

wrapped gift from each fami-

ly.  There are 6000 families 

that without our help will not 

experience a little joy this 

season.  We will have collec-

tion bins at Hall.  For more 

information on this, please 

ask any member of the Vet-

erans Committee.  For more 

information on the “Toys for 

Tots”, you may visit their 

web site at 

www.toysfortots.org.   

Happy Holidays 

in Solidarity,  

The Veterans Committee 

Todd Dix 

Charlene Jackson-Wright 

Reggie Threat 

James Vestal 

Veteran's Committee 
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Union Label Buy American Committee 

with quality union labor, 

products that passed all safe-

ty requirements and EPA 

guidelines; unlike the prod-

ucts made in China and oth-

er countries that have had 

several recalls due to lead 

paint and other problems.  

Why should we help the 

economy of their countries 

when the USA is in such a 

depressed economic state?  

So please, when shopping 

READ the LABEL and Buy 

Union/American Made 

products.  Also we should 

consider locally produced 

products to help our local 

economy.  

  Contact your representa-

tive in Washington D.C. and 

tell them we are dissatisfied 

with the trade deficit with 

China and other countries. 

Kansas Senators 

Jerry Moran 913-393-0711 

Pat Roberts 913-451-9349 

Kansas House Representa-

Greetings Sisters and Broth-

ers of Local 31: 

  The Christmas Holiday 

season is upon us and it is a 

great time to Buy Union/

American Made products.  If 

we buy Union/American 

Made products, we not only 

give to our family and 

friends, we give to the mil-

lions of Americans who are 

seeking jobs.  So it only 

makes sense to buy prod-

ucts made here in the USA 

nesville, WI.  Refreshments 

will be served. 

We would love to see: 

Those who have transferred 

to other plants and are back 

in the area for the Holidays – 

we miss you, please join us!   

 Those who have retired, 

recently or years ago – let’s 

keep in touch, please come 

and join us. 

OPEN HOUSE AT 

UAW LOCAL 95 

MONDAY, DEC. 26 

10 AM ð 3 PM 

UAW Local 95 is hosting a 

“Home for the Holidays Cel-

ebration” on Monday, De-

cember 26, 2011 from 10:00 

am until 3:00 pm at the 

UAW Local 95 Union Hall, 

1795 Lafayette Street, Ja-

 Those who have stayed 

in the area – let’s catch up! 

Many have moved on to new 

jobs.  We would love to hear 

about it.  Please join us to 

catch up. 
Spread the word 
Mike Marcks, President 

UAW Local 95 

Home for  The Holidays Celebration 

 NOTICE OF  

ELECTION 

UAW LOCAL 31 

 TRUSTEE 

THIS ELECTION WILL 

BE HELD ON  THURS-

DAY, JANUARY 12, 

2012  

at 5:00 am until at 

12:00 am.  at UAW Lo-

cal 31 Union Hall  
500 Kindleberger Road, 

K. C., KS  66115. 

(This election is to fill 

the remainder of a 

three year term.)  

Members in good 

standing (including 

retirees) will be eligi-

ble to vote.   Members 

must present a UAW 

Local 31 Membership 

card or GM badge to 

vote.   

Temporary employees 

must show a member-

ship card.  

Any runoff election 

will be held on Tues-

day, January 31, 2012 

from 5:00 am  

until 12:00 am at the 

Union Hall.   

Libby Dantzler,   

Election Committee  

Chairperson      

George R. Ruiz, 

 President  

Continue on page 7  
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By W. J. McNeal, Retiree Edi-

tor & 2nd Vice President 

òThe reason a carõs windshield is 

so much larger than the rear 

view mirror is because the PAST 

is not as important as the FU-

TURE.  So, look FORWARD and 

press ahead.ó 

   W. J. McNeal 

 On Saturday, November 

5, 2011 seventy of us from 

UAW Local 31’s retiree group 

attended the New Theatre 

Restaurant’s production of 

“Move Over Mrs. Markham.”  

Everyone had a great meal and 

saw an excellent production. 

 Our regular Executive 

Board Meeting on November 

15, 2011 opened at 9:30 am 

with a prayer and the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Chairman 

Yunghans asked for a motion 

to approve a party for retirees 

on Friday, December 9, 2011.  

Details will be given at the 

regular meeting.  Members 

who are Jackson County Mis-

souri residents who would like 

to work the election polls in 

the 2012 election should con-

tact the election board at 

(816) 325-4600 or the website 

http://jcebmo.org  

 The Thanksgiving meeting 

was well attended and one of 

our special guests was the 

current Fairfax Plant Manager, 

Bill Kulhanek who spoke on 

what’s presently going on at 

the plant.  He welcomed retir-

ees to visit the plant.  Shop 

Chairman John Melton spoke 

on the contract and that the 

Saturn Plant at Spring Hill, 

Tennessee and the Wentzville, 

Missouri plants will be recalling 

workers.  Benefits representa-

tive Cheryl Millican spoke 

about the benefit changes.  

Jack announced that the Chap-

laincy committee would con-

tinue to take donations of 

paper towels, toilet paper and 

peanut butter until next 

month.   

 Clint Simmons spoke 

about the upcoming reserva-

tions for the New Theater 

Restaurant. 

 As the political season 

heats up, we need to be more 

aware of who has supported 

US when we prepare to vote.  

When the economy was badly 

faltering and the Democrats 

voted to support the auto 

industry in America, not one 

Republican voted to support 

us auto workers.  In 1935 

when Social Security was en-

acted, only three Republicans 

voted to support it and in 

1965 only one voted for Medi-

care.  Since then, the Republi-

cans have tried their best to 

eliminate these programs.  

Think about these things and 

don’t vote to eliminate your 

paycheck or your retirement. 

 Congratulations to KU 

Medical Center for the 2nd 

consecutive time being named 

as one of the Best Hospitals by 

U.S. News & World Report.  

KU is the only area hospital 

with national ratings in six 

adult specialties.  If you want 

more information, call (913)

588-1227 the website 

www.kumed.com/rankings. 

RETIREE MEETINGS:  

DECEMBER 20, 2011 

JANUARY 17, 2012 

FEBRUARY 21, 2012 

MARCH 20, 2012 

APRIL 17, 2012 

Put these dates on your  

calendar NOW.   

Retiree News 

need, we will be having our 

annual Gate Collection on all 

shifts on December 15.  

There is always JOY IN GIV-

ING! 

 We hope you will join in 

the spirit of giving and sharing 

this Holiday Season.  If we can 

be of any assistance, please 

contact us through the Union 

Hall at (913) 342-7330.   

We would like to wish every-

Seasonõs Greetings: 

 Our Adopt-A-Family Holi-

day Program is well under 

way.  We are currently finaliz-

ing all of our events! 

 We will be having a Food 

Sale on December 7 for 3rd 

shift thru 1st & 2nd shifts on 

December 8.  We think you’ll 

like what we’ll be serving up! 

 To help our Brothers and 

Sisters in time of extreme 

one a safe and happy holiday 

season.   

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Local 31 Community 

Services Committee 

Pamela Kyle 

Peggy Johnson 

Summer Small 
 

Community Services Committee 

Page 5 NEWSLINE 

*****IMPORTANT 

NOTICE*****  

THE DATE FOR 

THE PARTIES FOR  

ADOPT -A-FAMILY 

HAS CHANGED.  

All shifts will hold par-

ties on December 21.  

3rd shift ð 6:00 am 

1st shift ð 11:18 am 

2rd shift ð 7:18 pm 

LOCAL 31 RECREATION 

COMMITTEE 

 

BREAKFAST WITH 

SANTA 

SATURDAY,  

DECEMBER 17 

9:00 AM 

For Kids age 12 & un-

der 

Breakfast and Pictures 

with Santa, Fun and 

Surprises! 

ADULT  

CHRISTMAS  

PARTY  

8:00 PM 

For Members of 

UAW Local 31  

and a guest. 

BYOB – Refreshments 

will be served – Music 

will be played 

FUN FOR  

EVERYONE

 

http://jcebmo.org
http://www.kumed.com/rankings


  Hello Brothers  & Sisters! 

First of all we would like to wish J.D. 

Hogan and his lovely wife Karen the 

best in J.D.’s retirement, and ‘Good 

health to you both’.  For those who 

don’t know, J.D. is retiring January 1st, 

2012 after 42 years of which 17 years 

were as your Benefit Representative.  

He will be missed. 
 

RETIREES 

  Starting January 1st, 2012, retirees will 

receive 4 primary care physician office 

visits-this is for non-Medicare enrolled 

in the Traditional Plan.  One (1) well-

ness visit and three (3) routine visits.  

These four (4) visits are per person on 

Plan at $25.00 copay for each. 

  Preventive dental and routine vision 

exams have been returned.  To see 

exact coverage visit website 

www.uawtrust.org.  Specific questions 

about these benefits can be answered 

by calling Health Care Connect at 866-

637-7555.   

  Did you know that you can be retired 

and apply for social security disability?  

  RETIREES enrolled in self-paid contin-

uation of dental coverage will see a rate 

increase beginning January 2012.  If you 

wish to continue coverage you do not 

have to do anything.  However, if you 

wish to cancel or change your coverage 

please call the GM Benefit Services 

Center at 1-800-489-4646 Monday 

through Friday between 7:30 am and 

6:00 pm EST.  If you call to change your 

coverage after November 23, 2011 you 

will be billed for January 2012. 

2012 Monthly Premiums: 

Self $55.53; Self and Spouse $106.30; 

Self plus Child(ren) $105.01 Self plus 

Family$162.02. 

2012 No Change for Monthly self -

pay Vision: 

Self $4.06; Self and Spouse $7.31; Self 

plus Child(ren); Self plus family $12.20. 

 Traditional Pension Plan-effective Janu-

ary 1, 2010 retirees who marries or 

remarries MUST contact the GM Ben-

efits and Services Center within 18 

months of marriage or remarriage to 

elect surviving spouse coverage (no 

longer automatic with health care en-

rollment or life insurance election). 

ACTIVE AND RETIREES CHANGES: 

¶ Legal Service will be eliminated as 

of December 31, 2013.  Any appli-

cations for legal services will be 

processed to completion if they 

run past December 31st 2013. 

ACTIVE TRADITIONAL CHANGES: 

¶   For active members single tooth 

endosteal implants are a benefit 

payable at 50%. 

¶ Introducing a new look to your 

paystub 

¶     GM Payroll Services is pleased 

to offer 24-hour account access 

without the need to log into Socra-

tes.  Instructions are being mailed 

to you by GM1-Pay step by step 

instructions and the Registration 

Passcode.  If you have questions, 

please call 1-866-245-5957 for 

assistance. The first time you ac-

cess the site you will need to com-

plete a registration process.  GM- 

GSS-Payroll will be providing new 

features over time, so be sure to 

register today! Traditional 

¶   FMLA-Employees will need to call 

1-800-489-4646 to request an 

FMLA (leave) and to report an 

absence against that leave and must 

also call in to 1-800-222-8889. 

¶   PSP hardship withdrawals re-

duced to six (6) per year.  

¶   Payroll will withhold loan repay-

ments from Disability (S&A) and 

Layoff (SUB) benefit payments 

starting in January 1st, 2013.  

¶ Wigs for adult cancer patients are 

now covered. 

Life Insurance-Traditional Employees 

  The parties agreed to continue full 

coverage for post age 65 active employ-

ees and eliminate the age trigger for 

reduction of Basic Life Insurance Cov-

erage.  Effective March 1, 2012, BLI will 

begin to reduce 18 months after the 

retirement effective date by 2% per 

month until reaching the “ultimate 

amount.”  Extra Accident insurance will 

discontinue 18 months after the em-

ployees retirement date. 

Traditional and Entry Level Employees 

  Mental health visits are covered in 

Network at 100% for visits 1-20 and 21

-35 at 75% (max $25.00 copay) for 36 

plus.  Flex-employees in-network visits1

-20 at 100%, visits 21-35 at 75%, & 36 

plus 100% co-pay. 

  Life Steps will be returning to the plant 

and have added Bone Marrow screen-

ing as part of Life Steps activities. 

  If you have questions about your ben-

efits you may contact us at 913-573-

7421. 

  We hope to see retirees at the next 

union meeting, December 20, 2011 (3rd 

Tuesday of the month). We wish that 

the coming year will bring you peace, 

good health, good cheer and much 

prosperity for you and your families 

during the negotiated holiday and the 

coming New Year. 

(913)573-7421 

1st Shift  

Craig Dumortier, Cheryl Millican 

2nd Shift  

J.D. Hogan, Bobbie Dunnell 

(913) 573-7480 3rd Shift  

Sandy Martinez, Shawana Woods 

Delphi and Leeds Caretaker  

Bob Fiscus (816) 455-0200 

About Your Benefits 
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and this includes the kids.  Consider of-

fering mom and dad a free snow remov-

al or mow grandma’s grass this next 

spring.  As for the little ones, plopping 

down a Benjamin for an imported toy 

that will probably do harm is easy but 

wouldn’t you rather it be a healthy 

choice.  Consider Target and Big Lots 

for Little Tikes and Step 2 toys.  

Brookside Toys and Science Store, 330 

W. 3rd St. KCMO 64113 (816) 523-4501 

has high quality Holgate wooden toys.  If 

you are considering a doll for a little girl 

visit:  adorablekinder.com. or visit frac-

tile.com and Finga Zinga for your teenag-

ers.  Just remember to READ THE LA-

BEL. 

  Give an oil change from a local mechan-

ic, better yet take it and have it done for 

the receiver.  I bet mom would love to 

have a local cleaning lady come and give 

the house a good scrub. 

  Keep it real.  Do you really need anoth-

er string of Chinese LED lights to make 

your house a home at Christmas?  Con-

tives 

Kevin Yoder #3        913-621-0832 

Lynn Jenkins #2      785-234-5966 

Missouri Senators 

Claire McCaskill     816-421-1639 

Roy Blunt               816-471-7141 

Missouri House Representatives 

Vicky Hartzler #4    816-884-3411 

Emanuel Cleaver #5  816-842-4545 

Sam Graves #6       816-792-3976 

Give American - A New Tradition 

  There is no longer an excuse that, at 

gift giving time, nothing can be found that 

is produced by American hands. Yes 

there is!  It is time to think outside the 

imported box from China.   

  Everyone needs a haircut-How about 

giving a gift certificate from your local 

hair salon or barber, or maybe a gym 

membership which is appropriate for 

everyone and it keeps on giving.  Consid-

er a gift of hiring a small American 

owned detail shop that will keep that 

American made auto looking spiffy.  

  In these times you need to be inventive 

sider less than 50 cents of that purchase 

stays on our soil, the rest goes out to 

sea.  Use the real thing, garland made of 

good old pine. ($3.99 for 10’-ACE Hard-

ware)  It looks beautiful, smells great and 

you can pop it under those bushes when 

you are done and come spring you just 

might have less bugs.  

  This committee challenges each and 

every one of you to Occupy Your Street 

this season.  We invite you to share this 

thought with neighbors or even think to 

post a tweet or post to Facebook.  

Think how a microcosmic decision to 

give an American/Union or Home Town 

Christmas could help this revolution of 

caring about what makes the US great…

US! 

    Have Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

Union Label Committee 

Kay Meyers 

John Anderton  

Bill Folsom 

Cont. Union Label 
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The Executive Board and Membership of UAW Local 31 
 would like to extend their deepest sympathies 

to the families and friends of the following members who passed away recently 

KENNETH L. MAYBEE, 

SR. 

Joined:  November 1952 

Retired:  March 1974 

Department 25 

Died:  October 14, 2011 

 

CLARENCE B. SHOCK-

LEY 

Joined:  September 1946 

Retired:  April 1988 

Department 44 

Died:  November 3, 2011 

JAMES L. BOEN 

Joined:  February 1976 

Retired:  September 1992 

Department 11 

Died:  November 9, 2011 

DARRELL HOLSTEN 

Joined:  July 1964 

Retired:  February 1994 

Department 50 

Died:  November 27, 2011 

Brothers & Sisters, 

Thank you to all our  

Members who are instrumental in 

securing a work environment that 

respects and honors  

Human and Civil Rights. 

As we end this year and begin an-

other, let us look forward to 2012 

as a new beginning full of under-

standing that the burden of one is 

much lighter when the load is car-

ried by all. 

 

Human and Civil Rights 

Bruce Drew 

Patricia Trevino Marisa Reyes 



We're on the web 
www.uawlocal31.or

g 

Eddie Henderson - Editor  

W.J. McNeal - Retiree Editor  

500 Kindelberger Road 

Kansas City, Kansas 66115 

Union Hall 

#913.342.7330  

Fax #913 342.3408 

E-mail: editor@uawlocal31.org 

United Automobile-Aerospace

-Agricultural Implement 

Workers of America 

tween 2008 and 2010.  For the year 

2010 alone, Verizon’s federal tax 

rate was -5.7 percent. 

 While most Americans are 

struggling to make ends meet and 

pay their fair share of taxes, Verizon 

actually received a federal tax rebate 

of nearly $1 billion from the United 

States Treasury,” CWA said. 

 Verizon is now one of the na-

tion’s top tax avoidance offenders, 

according to CTJ, manipulating state 

revenue rules, seeking economic 

development subsidies, and struc-

turing its business and tax affairs to 

produce a negative federal income 

tax rate.  Verizon has received state 

and local tax subsidies in at least 13 

states. 

 Robert McIntyre, director of 

CTJ and the report’s lead author, 

Verizon claims it’s so 

strapped financially 

that it needs nearly 

$1 billion in give-

backs from its workers.  But the 

telecommunications giant has a neg-

ative federal tax rate and aggressive-

ly uses tax loopholes and subsidies 

to cut its tax bills even more ac-

cording to a new report. 

 “Unpaid Bills:  How Verizon 

Shortchanges government Through 

Tax Dodging and Subsidies,” was 

produced by Citizens for Tax Justice 

(CTJ) and Good Jobs First, and re-

leased November 15 by the two 

organizations and the Communica-

tions Workers of America.  The 

report shows that Verizon, a $100 

billion corporation, paid an effective 

federal tax rate of -2.9 percent be-

said the billions of dollars that com-

panies like Verizon receive are 

simply “wasted dollars that could 

have gone to protect Medicare, 

create jobs and cut the deficit.  Too 

many corporations are gaming the 

system at the expense of the rest of 

us.” 

 Philip Mattera, research director 

for Good Jobs First, said Verizon 

and other tax dodgers “aren’t using 

these tax givebacks to create good 

jobs or invest in their companies in 

ways that would improve our com-

munities.  Ordinary Americans are 

struggling to pay their own taxes 

and are picking up the tab for these 

corporations as well.  It’s a system 

out of control  

Verizon Among Nation’s Top Tax Dodgers 

www.uawlocal31.org 
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